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INTERRUPTED MAIL             Tony Hitchcock 

Following Michael Locktonôs, Chairmanôs Chat in 

the August issue of the PSS Society Journal, relating to the 

1d Pink Envelopes used in the Anglo-Boer War in 1900, 1 

would like to note the following Letter Card LCPI6 .  

Lettercards are infrequently seen at this time in 

South Africa but this is most unusual insofar as it is 

handstamped in a two line red handstamp 542mm x 8mm:  
 

 RECOVERED FROM MAILS 
 LOOTED BY THE ENEMY 

The card started its journey in Johannesburg on 12 

June 1900 and received both a mi1itary army cancel and the 

local Z.A.R. cancel. It proceeded down the Imperial 

Military Railway en route to Cape Town but some 30 km 

north of Bloemfontein the railway had been blown up at 

KAREE SIDING and the train was delayed while 

Lt.Col.Percy Girouard, who Kitchener had brought down 

from the Sudan, repaired the line. It was here that the mail 

was hijacked.  

 
Arrival in Cape Town was on 12th November- some 

FIVE MONTHS LATER! The card finally reached 

Cheltenham on 8th December, 1900.  

 
 

KROONSTAD 
 
 
 
 
KAREE 
SIDING 
 
IMPERIAL 
MILITARY 
RAILWAY 
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CHAIRMANôS CHAT -  FEBRUARY 2012 

In the current economic climate there are some 

rather strange prices being attached to postal stationery, and 

some even more dramatic amounts being paid for them.  

While desirable items have always attracted a premium.  I 

get the impression that the birth of many internet auction 

sites over the last ten years has dramatically increased 

peoples desires and expectations; be they buyer or seller. 

One item in particular came to my attention last 

summer.  It was a sheet impressed with all the King Edward 

VII embossed stamps, possibly prepared and used as a 

printerôs standard - a control sheet to check that the daily 

impressions were of the correct quality.  It started off at 

£249.  Two collectors were very keen to own this item and 

the successful bidder finally paid £1,750 for it. 

A few days later a Queen Victoria STO 1½d 

newspaper wrapper appeared with a price tag of $5,000 

(over £3,000).  It was used from Great Britain to the USA.  

There were no date stamps, but the Newspaper Branch 

cancellation suggest to me it had been sent towards the end 

of the 19th century.  It did have a small logo printed on the 

front, although the wrapper was a bit tired.  It was said to be 

unlisted by Huggins even though it is clearly included in 

both the 1970 and 2007 catalogues.  

On the other hand, there are numerous examples of 

postal stationery that have remained on sale for years.  The 

vendors live in eternal hope that somebody will eventually 

pay the asking price, but I wonder how much the auction 

fees add up to and whether it would have been better all 

round to have set a lower price in the beginning. 

Ebay is certainly the most well known auction site 

today and it has dominated the market place since its 

formation in 1995.   But there are several other, less well 

known sites that collectors can use.  So itôs worth putting a 

few key words into one of the popular search engines (such 

as Google, Geeves, Ask, etc) and see what they comes up 

with. 

Some collectors seem worried about security, and 

there is no harm in that, fearing that their purchases might 

not arrive or perhaps damaged items will be substituted for 

the one they saw on line and bid for.  Over the last few 

years quite a few of my colleagues and I have bought many 

items on the internet with little trouble.  In fact Iôve had 

SECRETARYôS NOTES - FEBRUARY 2012 

May I wish all Members a happy new 

year and good hunting. It is always amazing that 

every year, new previously unrecorded items of 

postal stationery come to light.  This, of course, 

is one of the attractions of postal stationery and 

in nearly every edition of our Society Journal 

such finds are announced.  I hope Members will 

continue to send details of their new finds (and 

queries) to the Editor of the Journal. 

For my contribution to this edition, I 

illustrate the right-hand part of a long window 

envelope with a stamped-to-order GV 2d. orange 

embossed stamp (H&B. ES57). It is cancelled by  

a Hey-Dolphin machine cancellation postmark of 

London SW1, dated 8 September 1923, 

ñBRITISH EMPIRE / EXHIBITIONò. (Used 

from October 1922 until June 1924).  However it 

is the other two postal markings that are of 

particular interest. 

Following World War I, the postal rate 

for letters within the UK, was increased from 1½ 

d. to 2d. on 1st. June 1920.  By 1922 the Post 

Office finances had improved as its wage bill fell 

and so on 29th. May the letter rate for letters up 

to 1oz. was reduced to 1½ d. Post Office 

customers with stocks of ñStamped-to-orderò 

envelopes bearing the 2d. value, were able to 

return them for refund of the extra ½d. Such 

envelope were returned by the PO with a small 

inspectorsô triangular handstamp applied to 

indicate the reduced value. The envelope illustrated bears 

such a handstamp but also has a framed instructional 

postmark ñPOSTAGE / HEREON / Value only / 1İ d.ò  

These envelopes are not uncommon but this is the only 

example I have seen of this particular mark. 

This, I consider, is where postal stationery and postal 

history meet.       

          Michael Lockton 
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reason to return more items of postal stationery bought 

through old fashioned postal auction houses than through 

the internet.  And so, far, touch wood, I have not felt 

cheated when buying on line. 

So if you have not tried it already, why not have a 

go?  If you are sensible you are unlikely to feel cheated and 

with a bit of perseverance you will likely find a bargain.  

And thatôs what adding to your collection is all about. 

 

Paying By Paypal 

The Society has recently set up a Paypal account for 

the use of all members, which can be used for both 

subscription payments and auction purchases.  Any member 

that needs to send money to us via Paypal should drop the 

Treasurer an e-mail on  grebsnig@hotmail.com .  The only 

stipulation we make is that the fee charged by Paypal is paid 

by the member using this system.  So you may be asked to 

send a little more money than you owe, but this is to make it 

fair on all members.  Both our new Treasurer Alan 

Ginsberg and our Website Manager Lars Engelbrecht 

have worked very hard to make this happen and we are very 

grateful to them for this. 

 

If you experience any problems using the new 

payment system get in touch with the Treasurer or Secretary 

and we will do our best to help.  If you have any comments 

on this new facility, please let us know. 

 

Society Meetings 

Most members have already received their 

programme card setting out the Societyôs meetings for this 

year, with a provisional programme for next year as well.  

New members will find the card inside this Journal.  Please 

try to get to these meetings if you can.  The committee and 

their supporters work very hard to organise meetings in 

London and elsewhere, so it is very disappointing when 

attendances are low.  It is for this reason that the Worpex 

meeting has been cancelled this year. 

So come along to the next meeting you can attend, 

support your Society and have a good time.  I know you 

will enjoy it once you get there. 

That Generous Donation 

Last year the Society received a very generous donation of 

£1000 which was give to promote both the Society and the 

collecting of postal stationery. 

The committee thought long and hard on ways to 

spend this money, not wanting to waste the gift in ways that 

would have netted little in results.  Neither did they want 

the money to sit in our bank account where it would have 

gained little interest.  Following on from discussions at our 

AGM last October, the committee has agreed that this 

money should cover two types of expense. 

We have asked the Association of British Philatelic 

Societies to publish a leaflet ñWhat is Postal Stationeryò as 

part of their new range of publicity leaflets designed to 

attract new collectors to philately and to help those who 

already collect stamps and postal history to expand their 

field.  We have agreed that we should make a contribution 

to the ABPS of £100 to help cover production costs. 

We have also decided to place advertisements in 

Gibbons Stamp Monthly every other month, for a year.  The 

Great Britain Philatelic Society already does this and they 

have told us they find it attracts new members and helps 

promote their society.  Limited advertising by ourselves in 

the past has also proved successful, but it is expensive, 

which is why we have not continued to do so until now.   

These two ways of promoting the Society and postal 

stationery collecting will use about half of £1000 given to 

us.  We are looking at ways of using the remainder of the 

money, and if you have an alternative suggestion, please get 

in touch with the secretary or one of the committee 

members.  

 

March Meeting at the Royal Philatelic Society Building 

Included with this copy of the Journal is a flyer for 

the Societyôs next meeting on Saturday 24th March 2012.  

As part of this meeting we will be holding our annual One 

Sheet Competition.  There is no need to notify the Secretary 

of your entry(ies) - just bring it/them along on the day.   

A synopsis of the rules is printed on the flyer, but if 

you would like a full set, please get in touch with the 

Secretary.  . 

No sooner had the first part of my article on Victor 

Marsh and the philatelic creations of H Edgar Weston been 

published, (see Journals Numbers 59 and 60, August and 

November 2011) than more covers and associated 

information came to light. 

In one of those rare moments last year, I went to a 

small stamp fair that was quite a distance from my home.  

Although it opens its doors nearly every month of the year, 

it was the first time I had been to it.  I was going to a 

Federation AGM, and frankly I did not expect to find much 

in the way of postal stationery.  My first glance around the 

dealers there confirmed this.   But with time on my hands I 

persisted in looking through every box of covers and postal 

history I could find.   My reward was the two covers 

illustrated (Figs 1 & 2).  In his booklet on a ñGeorgian 
Stamp Banned by the Postmaster Generalò Weston never mentions that he retained some of the Hearts of Oak Benefit 

THE H. EDGAR WESTON SAGA CONTINUES     Colin Baker 

Fig. 1 

mailto:grebsnig@hotmail.com
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Society voting forms, or that he used these as cut-outs to 

send back to himself from the island of Tristan da Cunha.   

But obviously he did, using them up quite legitimately 

outside the United Kingdom, where the postal authorities 

were not so officious. 

Yet more items appear every so often that expand 

our knowledge of the extent of Westonôs philatelic 

creations.  I also came across this cover (Fig. 3) sent by one 

of Westonôs clients, Lieut.-Commander Ralph Clayton, 

from the World War One battleship HMS Queen Mary.  

The strange thing is that this item does not match any other 

Weston cover that I have seen, and it is not mentioned in his 

booklet on the use of postal stationery cut-outs as stamps.  

But then Weston could not have had sheets of Victorian 

stamps produced in the early part of the 20th century, as he 

did with both the King Edward VII and King George V 

issues, since the Victorian dies would have been put out of 

use as soon as those for the new monarch were ready. 

Fig.  3 
 

The envelope carries a pair of one shilling Victorian 

stamps, which are both dated 5th July 1869 and were thus 

impressed 5 years before Weston was born. 

I have studied the cover carefully and I am sure that 

it is genuine.  The cut-out is sufficiently tied to the envelope 

for me to be certain that it has not been added at a later date, 

and the cancellation matches other covers cancelled on 

board HMS Queen Mary.  Since the ship went down at the 

Battle of Jutland in 1916, the cancelling handstamp would 

have been lost with her.  In addition I am sure that the 

manuscript note in the centre of the envelope front matches 

other examples of Westonôs handwriting.  Even the 

handwriting in the note on the left hand side seems familiar. 

The only explanation I can think of for this item is 

that Queen Victorian stamps were due to be demonetised in 

July 1915 and perhaps Weston, like many dealers of the 

day, had too many mint envelopes that they thought they 

were unlikely to be able to sell or use up sending letters to 

clients.  As Weston was very keen to use cut-out stamps, he 

probably felt he could use up the old Victorian stamps and 

at the same time produce covers to sell to collectors.  But 

was this envelope a one-off, or did he produce more than 

one of these?  If you have a similar Victorian cover by 

Weston (using any value stamps), or can offer a better 

explanation of why this would have been produced, please 

let me know. 

One collector who has been extremely helpful in 

putting this story together is Colin Breddy.  Recently he 

provided images of three more envelopes (Fig. 4) sent back 

from the Western Front during the First World War.   

Fig.  4 
They show that Weston was using more than just 

stamps cut from his óspecialô sheets.  The first cover bears 

two KGV ½d green cut outs, type L11 or L11a either from 

thin cards or from wrappers ï both obliterated by black ink.  

It is signed by Bates and bears a hexagonal censor mark, 

No. 2034 ï hand stamped on the reverse 25 Sept 1916.  The 

second has a KEVII 1d carmine cut out, type LW6, mainly 

found on Post Office wrappers ï again with the stamp 

obliterated by black ink. However this cover has been 

Fig.  2 
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cancelled by an Army Post Office date stamp S.58, dated 8 

Dec 17 and bears a rectangular censor mark No. 4267.  

There is feint pencil notation ó rec 22 12 17ô.  The third 

cover is franked with a KGV 1½d brown cut out type L15 ï 

presumably from the Post Office letter card issued in June 

1918 ï again with stamp obliterated by black ink.  

Unfortunately this also obscures the greater part of the 

Army Post Office date stamp. 

Our membership secretary, Edward Caesley, 

collects stamp dealer mail and has provided me with an 

intriguing postcard written in 1907 (Figs 5a and 5b) 

apparently signed in pen on the reverse by Victor Marsh.  It 

is an ordinary ½d King Edward VII card, sent on 22nd 

March 1907 to W T Wilson, a stamp dealer based in 

Birmingham.  The address on the reverse is 389 Brixton 

Road, the address also quoted in contemporary 

advertisements for philatelic literature sold by Victor 

Marsh.  But despite this latest discovery, we are still no 

nearer the truth, or whether this man really did exist. 

Fig.  5a Fig.  5b 
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POSTAL STATIONERY COMMISSION NEWSLETTER JANUARY 2012 
The latest Newsletter from the Postal Stationery Commission has recently been issued and should appear on their website 

(www.postalstationery.org) in the near future. 

Included in this issue are:- 

§ results for the Postal Stationery classes for the 2011 International Exhibitions. 

§ Promotional Class for Modern Philately. 

§ Statistics from the Postal Stationery Exhibit Results Database. 

§ List of Future International Exhibitions (up to May 2016). 

§ Current and Suggested Guidelines for Judging Postal Stationery Exhibits. 
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This article is reproduced with kind permission 
from the Great Britain Philatelic Society 
Newsletter - September/October 2011. 

Over the last year or so I have seen a large number of 

curious items, including postal stationery, purporting to be postal 

training material used to instruct new staff in Edinburgh. I say 

ñpurportingò, because generally even a casual glance from 

someone as delightfully oblivious as myself should be enough to 

provoke scepticism. Indeed, many of them have considerable 

comedy value, as it seems extremely unlikely that they could ever 

have taught new postal staff anything of use. 

They come in a variety of formats ï most usually a parcel 

tag, envelope, or card, with a bewildering variety of things affixed 

to these bases. For a start, thereôs a wide range of lower value GB 

stamps from 1936 onwards ï issues of Edward VIII and George 

VI, Wildings, and Machins, often in blocks or with controls 

attached. Some of them are regionals, although ironically Scottish 

ones seem to be thin on the ground. More surreal are the ones with 

overprints for the likes of Tangier or the Morocco Agencies. Then 

there are items with postage dues, testing stamps, or (a particularly 

nice touch) the labels used in 1971 to train staff to reckon in 

decimal currency. There are even a few with actual training school 

stamps (or at any rate, stamps with black bars overprinted on 

them). Add to that the random postal labels that appear on some ï 

often several types at once ï and I think youôll see why I use the 

term ñfantasy itemsò. 

If theyôre that obvious, why am I bothering to comment 

then? Well, they may be obvious when you encounter some 

bizarre combination such as a block of Wildings on the back of a 

1981 PHQ card, or when a large selection appear all at once on 

eBay. However, among the joke items are some that could be 

taken as real if seen in isolation, and they seem to be percolating 

into general dealersô stocks.  

 

Illustrationðcourtesy Colin Baker 

The parcel tags especially can look plausible ï even the 

ones with an Edward VIII stamp and a green special delivery label, 

if you didnôt recognise the latter as being from the 1960s (I had to 

stop and think about it). 

There are three handstamps which appear on practically all 

of them, in either black or red:  

1.       a boxed straight-line ñEDINBURGH POSTAL TRAINING 

          SCHOOLò,  

2.  a circular ñROYAL MAIL /     3. a circular ñPHG / TRAINING  

     POST OPENING EH7ò          CENTREò.  

The circular ones are used ad lib either cancelling the stamps or 

just struck somewhere on the item, presumably according to the 

artistic judgement of the user. Added to this are a few more 

intriguing ones with boxed postage due handstamps of the kind 

normally seen on surcharged mail ï and yes, those could look 

believable if not over-elaborated. 

So when, where, and why were they produced, then? 

Frankly, Iôve no idea. But one can always speculate based on the 

evidence of the items themselves. A best guess for ñwhenò would 

be the mid-1990s ï that appears to be when the latest stamps and 

labels used date from, at least on the ones Iôve seen. As for 

ñwhereò ï well, itôs possible that whoever created them actually 

had a postal connection. The circular handstamps certainly look as 

if they could be real ones, albeit not used as intended; and a few of 

the ñextrasò appear to be internal types such as official parcel tags, 

1st class Postal Service envelopes, or yellow postage due labels. 

Then again, items of this kind do leak out, and itôs not hard to get 

rubber stamps made up to look like whatever you want. 

That leaves ñwhyò. The charitable explanation is that 

someone was having a bit of fun producing joke items. If they 

were deliberately trying to be fraudulent they did a pretty poor job 

of it. If anyone does know the story behind these items ï for all I 

know it may be common knowledge ï then Iôd be intrigued to hear 

it. Basically, though, there doesnôt seem much point in bothering 

with them except as curiosities. 

 

 

 

The lettercard (2 bands version as far as I can tell?) is a 

clear example of their random nature - a 1971 first class rate postal 

stationery item with a 1975 first class rate stamp for a 1981 second 

class rate! (Assuming the actual total has any real significance -- 

probably it doesn't.) 

ñEDINBURGH POSTAL TRAINING SCHOOLò  FANTASY ITEMS 
Maurice Buxton 
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During research into Aerogrammes used in Sierra 

Leone, it became clear that they were redesigned about 

1967 and again in about 1990. In addition most of the 

Formular items had a number on the reverse attributed to 

the Postmaster General (e.g. ñForm Approved by the 

Postmaster General No. 71995/2Eò).  

Quarter folded to 120 x 100mm with two flaps 
 

The Postal Museum Archives at Mount Pleasant hold 

these records and I hoped to discover some answers there. 

The number was not recognised and no files could be found 

to clarify this, despite a careful search by the helpful staff. 

A series of files headed by 122/11304 provided a rather 

surprising story for the shape change. The story starts in 

about 1965 with a proposal by the Post Office to plan for 

mechanical mail handling. It was decided that the layout of 

Aerogrammes, among other items of postal stationery, 

would have to be changed, and a new format was decided. 

This would produce a form, folded into thirds that measured 

150 x 107mm, sealed with three flaps. It would replace the 

existing form that was quarter folded to 120 x 100mm with 

two flaps. It was important that there should be no unsealed 

edge.  

On 4th August 1966, in response to a letter from 

John Dickinson requesting information about this proposed 

change. The GPO wrote to John Dickinson, Wiggins Teape, 

R.T.Tanner, Smith & Young and the manufacturers 

association (EMMSA) to advise them of the proposed 

changes and the date of change, 1 July 1968. John 

Dickinson promptly wrote back objecting to the time scale 

and requesting consultations. They pointed out that they had 

a substantial export market and the new size and shape 

would require new machinery, which would not be 

available in the time. It appears that the GPO had not 

previously discussed this with any of the printers other than 

McCorquodale, who printed Aerogrammes for the GPO. 

The others were producing Formular type Aerogrammes to 

a Licence from the Postmaster General, mainly for sale 

overseas or for their own use. It then became clear that the 

GPO had not consulted the Licence holders because there 

were no fewer the 135 of them.  

Formular type Aerogrammes to a Licence 
from the Postmaster General 

 

 

Further correspondence followed with some 

amendment to the end date, and at one stage the GPO 

became alarmed that Dickinson might not proceed leaving 

AEROGRAMMES - THEIR SIZE AND SHAPE     Peter Rolfe 
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McCorquodale as monopoly supplier as all others had 

pulled out. It was finally decided to go ahead and allow the 

old forms to die away. A memo dated 20 March 1969 refers 

to the issue of new form Licences, but no file has been seen 

about this. The file includes a manuscript list of 135 firms 

to whom the GPO wrote confirming the final agreement and 

this may well be the list of Licence holders. It includes 

J .Dickinson & Co as No.1 and McCorquodale & Co as 

No.2. A copy of that list is in my possession and I would be 

happy to supply information to anyone interested.  

There was a further change of size about 1990 to 

give third-folded Aerogramme measuring 210 x 104mm to 

give a sheet of A4 size and still with three sealing flaps, but 

the files for this are not currently available in the archives.  

This account refers specifically to material used in 

Sierra Leone but is obviously also relevant for other 

territories and possibly also to UK as all the Licence holders 

are UK Companies. I would like to express my thanks to the 

staff at the Postal Museum Archives, who went to a lot of 

trouble to help me.  

 

Change of size about 1990 to give third-folded Aerogramme measuring 210 x 104mm to give a 
sheet of A4 size and still with three sealing flaps 

Form, folded into thirds that measures 150 x 
107mm, sealed with three flaps 

POSTAL AUCTION  
CLOSING DATE 4th MAY 2012 

 
Donôt miss out on 

items such as these. 
 

Post your bids early! 


